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As an independent musician and historian, your support 
of  my work means a great deal to me! Thank you for 
supporting a small woman-owned business like mine, and 
I hope to see you again when I’m back in Texas very soon. 
Here’s the history behind all the songs featured on your 
ticket download

Stay in touch with me at cece@americansongline.com 
or join my Patreon community to get more behind-the-
scenes info ... and enjoy the music! 

—Cece 



Originally part of  a 1932 Yiddish musical titled I Would 
If  I Could in English, this song got a second life in the 
late 1930s. The rights to the song shifted, and the then-
unknown Andrews Sisters recorded the English version of  
this song in late 1937, and it became their first major hit. 
The song went “viral” within a month of  its release, and 
several major music artists recorded the song including 
Kate Smith, Benny Goodman, Rudy Vallée and more.

Bei Mir Bist du Schön
Music by Sholom Secunda

Lyrics by Jacob Jacobs



Irving Berlin wrote the first version of  this song in 1918 
during the First World War when he was stationed at Camp 
Upton, but he did not feel the lyrics fit for a musical revue 
at the time, so he set it aside. In 1938 as Hitler became 
more aggressive, Berlin rewrote some of  the lyrics and 
resurrected this song as a “peace song,” and it became Kate 
Smith’s biggest hit. Like Smith, I perform the song with the 
introduction that’s almost never done these days. 

Fun fact: Woody Guthrie was not a fan of  this song, 
and because of  this he wrote “This Land is Your Land” 
in 1940 as a response to Berlin’s song! Interesting to think 
that these songs were written at roughly the same time and 
yet they both hold a special and important place in many 
Americans’ hearts.

God Bless America
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin



Published in November of  1944, this song became the 
unofficial homecoming theme for many veterans as it 
coincided with the Second World War. It was Doris Day’s 
first number-one hit in 1945 and stayed in the charts for 23 
weeks, almost unheard of  at the time! 

Sentimental Journey
Music by Les Brown & Ben Homer

Lyrics by Bud Green



This song is one of, if  not the most, famous songs from 
World War II. It was first recorded by the now-famous 
Vera Lynn in 1939, and she was accompanied on 
something called a Novachord, which is considered the first 
commercial electronic synthesizer in history. Only 1,069 
Hammond Novachords were built over a period from 1939 
to 1942! The 1939 version Lynn recorded is quite sad and 
plaintive, and I wanted to capture that feeling with my 
rendition, since so many families were so sad to watch their 
loved ones go to war. 

We’ll Meet Again
Music and Lyrics by  

Ross Parker and Hughie Charles



You’re probably wondering why I’ve included this song in 
a collection of  World War II music, and it’s an interesting 
story. Irving Berlin wrote this song in various phases starting 
in the mid-1930s, but found the process difficult, owing to 
his Jewish upbringing. But in 1940, he supposedly said to 
his secretary, “I want you to take down a song I wrote over 
the weekend. Not only is it the best song I ever wrote, but 
it’s also the best song anybody ever wrote.”

Seventeen days after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 
1941, Bing Crosby sang this iconic song live on the radio for 
the first time. It was then released in 1942 in conjunction 
with the movie Holiday Inn, and this Irving Berlin song 
won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 1943. It 
was heard and sung all over the world during the war years. 

White Christmas
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin



There’s a small introduction to this song that’s never 
done, and you’ll hear it in my recording. Personally, those 
introductory lyrics make all the difference contextually —  
those few lines explain why one is dreaming of  a white 
Christmas. The lyrics of  this song aren’t about the war, of  
course, but to me, this was probably a welcome break for 
the soldiers. The song is wistful and is about longing for 
family and home, which to me means “White Christmas” 
embodied so much more to the soldiers than just a holiday. 
It kept people’s spirits up and lived on past World War II, 
and in my mind, it’s become one of  the most patriotic songs 
in American history. 
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